
Family Support Council Meeting 
March 5, 2011 

Webinar 
 

Members Present: Beth Hosek, Cindy Taber, Michelle Greseth, Kim Benning, Lora 
Barthelman, Laura Aeschilmann, Kris Kratovil, Lori Larson, LaVerne Rens, Rhonda 
Eidet 
 
Members Absent: Julie Ashworth, Stacey Mancuso, Deborah Docken, Julie Johnson-
Dresbach, Kelly Newman, Lois Gotheridge and Lori Westby. 
 
DHS Staff: Scott Pelham, John New, Halli Holden 
 
Guests: Arlene Poncelet  
 
Quorum: Yes 
 
Welcome 
Lora welcomed and called meeting to order.  Members introduced themselves and 
updated council members on happenings in their lives. 
 
Approvals 
Lora asked that the minutes be recorded in past tense.  The council would like the 
minutes from last meeting to be corrected as there are a few misspelled names and sent 
out to council members.  Lora entertained a motion.  Rhonda made a motion, Cindy 
seconds the motion.  Minutes from the December meeting were approved voice vote.  
Lori Larson made a motion to approve the agenda for the March meeting, Kris Kratovil 
seconds.  Agenda approved by voice vote. 
 
Council Memberships 
John updated the council on memberships.  The council will only need to fill two 
vacancies.  Michelle Greseth and Kelly Newman asked not to be re-appointed due to 
family obligations.  The council approved John’s idea for a mass email to be sent in 
regards to new membership.  John reviewed the criteria for membership.  Michelle is 
going to introduce the idea to Parent Connections. 
 
DD Council Updates 
March is DD awareness month. There will be a seminar on living a self-directed life with 
Dillon Haug at Augie in Sioux Falls on 3/9/11 from 6:30 pm-8:30 pm.  Arlene sent 
information to John to send out to council.  New five year plan-April will finish 
developing state plan and forward for comments.  Inclusive worship-packets of 
information to take to their place of worship.  There is a one page comment and survey.  
DD Council is working on filling open positions.  People Planning together –self 
advocate and coach- Summer and Fall-Families Planning Together.  The council can 
contact Arlene with any PCT questions. 
 



Family Support 360 Updates-John 
John updated the council on the waiver amendment.  It is very close to being ready for 
submission.  John discussed participant demographic information and also critical 
incident reporting.  There was a decrease in critical incident reports from last quarter.  
The domestic violence handout was not sent out.  John will send that out to be discussed 
at the next meeting.  John discussed the Emergency Operations Center-dealing with 
impending flooding across the state.   
 
DHS Updates-Scott 
Scott will be attending a Self Advocacy Summit in April in Kansas City.  Scott addressed 
budget concerns.  DHS-DDD may loose some general funds from current year and 
upcoming fiscal year.  The Statewide Family support program is growing while the local 
Family Support Programs are full.  Scott discussed ways on how to be creative while 
addressing budget issues.  Scott will be having an upcoming meeting with providers and 
will know more then. 
 
Family Support waiver renewal is coming up in June 2012 while CHOICES is coming up 
in June 2013.  Scott discussed that the 24/7 group home model is not predicted.  We have 
an obligation to think forward and provide supports at the time services are needed. 
 
The pilot program is up and running and going well.  Other people have asked how to 
make this program available to them.  LaVerne asked that the financial figures for the 
pilot program be presented after the pilot program has been up and running for a few 
years.  This will show the savings of the program. 
 
Announcements/Information 
Fill out request for payment forms.   

 Spring Autism Conference “Lighting the Way” in Sioux Falls in June.   
 “Catch the Wave” in Rapid City, Vermillion, Aberdeen and Mitchell 
 6th Annual Black Hills Brain Injury Conference in Rapid City 
 South Dakota Parent Connections-information on website 
 Pilot Program open house coming up in May 

 
Next meeting will be in Watertown at Joy Ranch.  The council will discuss domestic 
violence handout and approved waiver amendment. LaVerne makes a motion to dismiss 
and Kim seconds the motion.  Meeting is adjourned through voice vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
________________________________                               ____________________ 
Lora Barthelman, Chair      Date 


